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NEW DATA ON DISTRIBUTION OF SOCIAL WASPS
(HYMENOPTERA, VESPIDAE: POLISTINAE, VESPINAE) IN THE
ASIAN RUSSIA AND NORTH CHINA
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[/lyGaronos B. B., Crpensuon A. I1., Manukosa E. W. Hossie nanmbie 1o pacnpoctpaneHiio
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ckoi Pocenn u Ceseproro Kuras. |
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OcHoBriBasck Ha MaTepHaiiax, coOpanHbIx coTpyHukamu CuGHpCKo-
r'0 300JI0rHYeCKOro My3es MHCTHTYTA CHCTEMATHKM M HKOJIOTHH HKH-
sotHBIX CO PAH (HoBocubupck), a raxke A. H. Crpensuosbiv 1 E.
H. Manukopok (BnarosenieHckuii 11¢/1aroryueckuii  yHUBepCHTET),
MOJIYYCHBI HOBLIE JIAHHBIE [0 PACIPOCTPAHEHHIO OBLICCTBEHHBIX
CKIaJMATOKPRUILIX OC noacemelictsa Vespinae B Asuarckoii Poccuu
u Cesepom Kurae. Bnepsnie na teppuropun Asuarckodi Poccuu
YKa3LIBAETCA NPEACTABUTENL BUIOBOH rpyrmkt Polistes gallicus. 11aTs
BujioB - Polistes nimpha, Vespa ducalis, Vespula koreensis, V.
Savescens v V. Shidai - BniepBeie coBpanst B AMypckoii obacty, asa
Buaa - Vespa simillima wn Polistes chinensis — na Amypcko-3eifckoii
PaBHHHC, 4TO TNpejcTaBifeT coboH caMble 3anajHbIC HAXO0MXJIEHUS
3THX BUNOB B Poceun; Dolichovespula omissa Briepeeie obnapysxena B
Ienrpanshoii Cubupu - B Xaxacun. Vespa bicolor, naiinennas B ox-
pectHocTax llexknna, Brepehic ykaswiBaercs uis Teppuropuu Ilane-
apKTHKH,

Studies of geographical distribution of the common wasps in the Asian
Russia began only in 90-th. Due to the works of N. Kurzenko [1992, 1995],
their species composition and distribution have bzen revealed in the Russian
Far East southern part and, partly, in East Siberia. After examination of the
collection of the Siberian Zoological Museum of the Institute of Animal
Systematics and Ecology, distribution of the ccmmon wasps in the main
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part of Siberia was outlined [Dubatolov, 1998]. In the last years a consider-
able materials on the common wasps was collected in the Amurskaya prov-
ince, some species were collected here at the first time. This material allow
to shift the known north-western borders of the ranges for five Far Eastern
species. Vespa bicolor was collected in North China, newly for the Palearc-
tic. Besides, new materials from the Khakas Republic (southern part of Cen-
tral Siberia) confirmed the occurrence in Siberia of a rare vasp social para-
site, Dolichovespula omissa.

Polistinae

Polistes gallicus Linnaeus, 1767 (=foederatus Kohl, 1898; =omissus
Weyrauch, 1939)

NOTES. Determination of this taxon is only tentative, because it be-
longs to a complex of species which should be thoroughly revised (A.
Cetkovi¢, pers. comm.). According to Cetkovié (who is currently revising
this complex from the West Palearctic area), the name gallicus as applied in
the recent literature (i. e. after synonymizations by M. Day [1979] and J.
Gusenleitner [1985] actually refers to a group of closely related species. The
complex is distributed from NW Africa and South to Central Europe
through Mongolia [Giordani Soika, 1970, 1976; Gusenleitner, 1991], but P.
gallicus s. str. has probably more restricted distribution. In Siberia, this is
the first record of P. gallicus s. lat., since the specimens listed herewith
were formerly misidentified as Polistes biglumis L. [see: Dubatolov, 1998],
which also occurs in the Altai. Males of this complex differs from the other
members of the subgenus Polistes (including P. biglumis) by having tempo-
ral region short and obliquely converging backwards (as seen from the
above), narrow oculomalar space and rounded apical margin of the clypeus.
However, some females of this complex could be difficult to separate from
the females of P. biglumis, especially when small specimens are compared
(A. Cetkovié, pers. comm.). Specimens from the Altai differs from those
from Croatia (that were kindly sent by Ozren Polasek) by the structure of
the terminal antennal article: in dorsal view it is noticeably elongate with
parallel sides in the Croatian specimen, and not so elongate and slightly
constricted and widely rounded at the apex in all specimens from the Altai.

MATERIAL. RUSSIA: Altaiskii krai: 1 male, Kolyvan, 5.07.1976
(Bubnova, Korshunov, Zolotarenko leg.); Altai Republic: 1 male, Lake
Teletskoe, valley of the Kyga River, 26.08.1961 (Korshunov leg.); 1 male,
Chulyshman River, Katu-Yaryk, 11.08.1962 (Novikova leg:); 1 male, Chu-
lyshman River, Chodro, 13.VII1.1962 (Novikova leg.); 1 bilateral hynan-



)I‘ Kusomnuoiii mup Hanvuezo Bocmoka, euin. 4. brazosewenck, 2002 11

dromorph specimen, 5 km from Bulukhta River mouth, 27.07.1982 (Arte-
mov leg.).

Polistes chinensis antennalis Pérez, 1905

NOTES. A northern subspecies of the Amurian-Chinese-Japanese spe-
cies. It was firstly authentically recorded from the Russian territory only by
N. V. Kurzenko [1992] from Primorskii Krai, the south part of Kha-
barovskii krai, and south-eastern regions of the Amurskaya province: 20 km
S from Arkhara and 7 km E from Ukrainka. The species turned to be not
rare throughout southern districts of the Amurskaya province west to
Blagoveshchensk and north to Svobodnyi.

MATERIAL. RUSSIA: Amurskaya province: 3 females, Tambovskii
District, 2-5 km E from Korfovo, near Lake Krivoe, 4.07.1998 (Dubatolov
leg.); 1 female, Blagoveshchensk vicinity, Verkhneblagoveshchenskoe,
15.05.1999 (Dubatolov leg.); 1 male, Blagoveshchensk vicinity, 6-8 km N
from Mokhovaya Pad', near Lake Peschanoe, 28.08.1997 (Streltzov leg.); 5
males, 30 km N from Blagoveshshensk, Mukhinka, 3.08-13.09.1999
(Malikova leg.); 1 female, 17 km SSW from Svobodnyi, Malaya Sazanka,
13-15.08.1999 (Malikova leg.).

Polistes nimpha (Christ, 1791)

NOTES. Europe-Siberian species, formerly known from Eastern Sibe-
ria, from Southern Buryatia (Kurzenko, 1995), Chita province east to the
Argun river (Dubatolov, 1998) and from Yakutsk (Pekkarinen, Gustafsson,
1999). Now it was found in the Amur province, namely from the Blagove-
shchensk suburbs.

MATERIAL. RUSSIA: Amurskaya province: 1 male, 30 km N from
Blagoveshchensk, 3.08.1999 (Malikova leg.); 1 female, 17 km SSW from
Svobodnyi, Malaya Sazanka, 13-15.08.1999 (Malikova, Vanicheva leg.); 3
males, 1 female, Blagoveshchensk suburbs, 3-8 km NE from Mokhovaya
Pad', Lake Peschanoe vic., 15.09.2000 (Streltzov leg.).

Vespinae

Vespa (Vespa) ducalis Smith, 1852

NOTES. This species is widely distributed from the Russian Far East
south to Indo-China. Not far ago it was separated from V. tropica Linnaeus,
1758 by M. Archer [1991]. V. ducalis was formerly known in Russia as "V.
tropica" only from the Southern Primorye territory [Kurzenko, 1995], now
it was found also in the Amur basin, in the Small Khingan Mts., namely, in
Kundur, south-eastern part of the Amurskaya province. Taking into account
large materials on the common wasps from the Amurskaya province, this
species does not occur west from the Bureya River.
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MATERIAL. RUSSIA: Amurskaya province: 1 worker, Kundur (stu-
dent materials); 1 female, the same locality, 10.06.1999 (Streltzov leg.).

Vespa (Vespa) simillima Smith, 1868

NOTES. Inhabits East Asia from Kamchatka and Southern Kuriles to
the Amurskaya Province, NE China, Korea and Japan [Kurzenko, 1995].
The westernmost locality of the species was recorded from the eastern re-
gions of the Amurskaya province, namelly, Small Khingan Mts. near Kun-
dur [Kurzenko, 1992]. Now it was collected near Blagoveshchensk, 250 km
to the west from the formerly known westernmost locality.

MATERIAL. RUSSIA: Amurskaya province: 1 worker, Blagove-
shchensk vicinity, 1997 (student materials).

Vespa (Vespa) bicolor (Fabricius, 1787)

NOTES. An oriental species, formerly known from East India (Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, Meghalaya), Nepal, Bhutan, Indo-
China, and Central and Southern China: Sichuan, Yunnan, Guangxi, Ji-
angxi, Fujian, Xianggang [Archer, 1989; site of J. Kojima:
hitp://www.sci.ibaraki.ac.jp/~jkrte/wasp/vespinae/Vespa.html]. Herewith it
is recorded from the Palearctic China, namely the Beijing District. The
specimen was determined with a kind help by Seiki Yamane (Japan). For-
merly it was recorded from the Beijing Region by R. du Buysson [1905]
also, but this record was forgotten later.

MATERIAL. CHINA: 1 worker, Beijing District, Xia long men,
20.06.2000 (Barkalov leg.).

Vespula (Rugovespula) koreensis (Radoszkowski, 1887)

NOTES. An oriental species, also formerly known in Russia only from
the southern part of the Primorskii krai [Kurzenko, 1995] and the Kha-
barovsk suburbs [Gussakovskii, 1932]. It is not rare in southern regions of
the Amurskaya province,

MATERIAL. RUSSIA: Amurskaya province: 1 female, 5-7 km N
from Belogorye, near camp Mukhinka, end 04 — beginning 05.1998 (Malik-
ova leg); 1 worker, Blagoveshchensk, Verkhneblagoveshchenskoe,
17.07.1998 (Dubatolov leg.); 1 worker, the same locality, 09-10.1998
(Streltzov leg.); 2 females, the same locality, 28, 29.05.1999 (Dubatolov
leg.).

Vespula (Paravespula) flaviceps (Smith in Horne et Smith, 1870)

NOTES. An oriental species, formerly known in Russia from the
southern part of the Primerskii krai [Kurzenko, 1995]. A rare species near
Blagoveshchensk in the Amurskaya province.

MATERIAL. RUSSIA: Amurskaya province: 2 females, Blagove-
shchensk, Verkhneblagoveshchenskoe, 7, 12.07.1998 (Dubatolov leg.).
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Vespula (Paravespula) shidai Ishikawa. Sk.Yamane et Wagner,
1980

NOTES. A Manchurian-Japanese species, formerly known from the
southern part of the Russian Primorskii Krai Province, South Kurile Islands
(Kunashir), Japan, Korea, and North-East China [Kurzenko, 1995]. It was
collected by P. V. Rudoiskatel’ in the south-east part of the Amurskaya
Province; in the Zoological Institute (St.-Petersburg, Russia) collection
there is a specimen from Khabarovsk (03.06.1916, Pavlenko leg.).

MATERIAL. RUSSIA: Amurskaya province: 2 workers, Bureya re-
gion, near settlement Talakan, river Sinel' flood plain, 20.08.2001 (Rudois-
katel’ leg.).

Dolichovespula omissa (Bischoff, 1931)

NOTES. Formerly was known mainly from Europe, including Euro-
pean Russia [Tobias, 1978]. Few years ago the species was collected also in
the Altai mountains just on the border between Russia and Kazakhstan, on
the Katunskii Range [Dubatolov, 1998]. In 1998 it was collected by V. K.
Zintshenko more casterly in Siberia, namely, in Khakasia. This species is a
nest parasite of D. sylvestris (Scop.) [Tobias, 1978].

MATERIAL. RUSSIA: Khakasia: 1 female, Shira District, Malaya
Syya, 16.07.1998 (Zintshenko leg.).
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